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GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 

STUDENT TEACHING EVALUATION OF PERFORMANCE (STEP) 
STANDARD 1, PART II 

 

 

Understanding the learning needs of students is critical when designing instruction that is differentiated and geared to meet unique learning needs. As 

you get to know your students and their individual backgrounds, identifying their specific learning needs will help you strategically design their 

instruction and assessments. 

By analyzing the student demographics, environmental factors, and student academic factors, you will be able to strategically meet the overall needs of 

your students. This contextual data will assist you in developing your instructional unit, which you are expected to teach by the end of week 8. Utilize 

the district or school website, your cooperating teacher/mentor, or school administrator for this information. 

Complete the STEP Standard 1, Part II that includes: 

A. Student Demographic Factors 

B. Environmental Factors 

C. Student Achievement Factors 

APA format is not required, but solid academic writing is expected. This assignment uses a rubric. Review the rubric prior to beginning the assignment 

to become familiar with the expectations for successful completion. 

You are required to submit this assignment to Turnitin. 

Please note, that in order to submit this assignment, you must:  

1. Complete each section of the STEP Standard 1, Part II as directed in the course syllabus.  

 Note: Closing your internet browser before the signing process is completed will result in a loss of your work. If you will be completing 

this document in multiple sittings, it is highly recommended to save and back up your work on another document.  When you are ready 

to make your final submission, copy and paste your responses into this document. The data from this electronic document will not be 

saved until you complete the signing process.  

 

2. Complete the signing process by entering your name, selecting “Click to Sign”, and entering your email address.   

 An initial email will be sent to you to confirm your email address.   

 A completed copy of the document will be emailed to you within minutes of confirming your email address.  

 

3. Submit a completed copy to the appropriate LoudCloud submission space for grading.   
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GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT TEACHING EVALUATION OF PERFORMANCE (STEP) 

 
 

TEACHER CANDIDATE INFORMATION:  

Teacher Candidate  
First Name: 

 
 

Teacher Candidate      
Last Name: 

 Student ID:  

Email Address:  
 

Phone:  State:  

Program of Study:   

 

STANDARD 1, PART II:  CONTEXTUAL FACTORS: KNOWING YOUR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY 

A. STUDENT DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS 

Grade Level(s) Taught:  Content Area(s) Taught:  Total Number of 
Classroom 
Students:  

 

Total Number of Boys:  Total Number of Girls:  Age Range 
Represented: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify the number of 
students representing 
each of the following 
cultures/ ethnicities: 

 

Culture / Ethnicity Number of Students Percentage of Total Classroom 
Students: 

     American Indian / Alaskan Native                                                                % 

     Asian  % 

      Black/ African American  % 

     Hispanic / Latino  % 

     Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander  % 

     White  % 

     Other                 % 

Total
  

 % 25

M.Ed. in Elementary Education

64.00

0

0.00

16

0

IN- Indiana

25

0.00

Sarowatz

2

100

28.00

20523826

11

0 0.00

0

Jacquelyn

14 10-11

7

0.00

j_rae03@me.com 8152957082

8.00
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 Describe any socioeconomic factors affecting your students.   

 

 

 Describe the possible effect these student demographic factors have on the planning, delivery, and assessment of your unit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 

Attach a photo or diagram showing the physical room 
arrangement:  

 

 Describe the environmental factors of your cooperating classroom. Include a description of: 
o The physical room arrangement  
o Available classroom resources 
o The level of parental involvement 
o The availability of and/or access to technology. 

 

 Describe the possible effect these environmental factors could have on the planning, delivery, and assessment of your unit. 
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C. STUDENT ACADEMIC FACTORS 

 Complete the table including the number of students whose primary language is other than English, have an IEP or a 504 plan, are gifted, receive 
educational services outside of the classroom (e.g., reading/math intervention, speech services, and special education services), and non-labeled 
students (e.g., non-IEP, non-ADA, Section 504) who are behaviorally or academically challenged. 
 

 
Student Subgroup 

 
ELL 

 
IEP 

 
Section 504 

 
Gifted 

 
Other Services 

(Explain) 

Behavior or 
Cognitive Needs 

Receiving No 
Services 

Boys  
 

     

Girls  
 

     

Instructional 
Accommodations and 

Modifications  
(Describe any instructional 

accommodations and 
modifications regularly used 
to meet the needs of students 

in each subgroup.) 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Describe the possible effect these student academic factors could have on the planning, delivery, and assessment of your unit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1

0

0

01

40

0 0 0

0 1



 ©2018. Grand Canyon University. All Rights Reserved.   

AGREEMENT AND SIGNATURE 
 

I, the above named, GCU student attest this submission is accurate, true, and in compliance with GCU policy guidelines, to the best of my ability to do so.  
NOTE: The data entered into this document may be audited for accuracy. Students who engage in fabricating, falsifying, forging, altering, or inventing information 
regarding clinical practice/ student teaching may be subject to sanctions for violating GCU academic integrity policies, which may include expulsion from GCU.  
 

Teacher Candidate                      
E-Signature:  

 
 
 

Date: 
  

 

 

 

Jacquelyn Sarowatz (Jan 24, 2020)
Jacquelyn Sarowatz Jan 24, 2020

https://secure.na1.echosign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAPkXNFD5QuluTElHlyy9byqyeW-KGsXe3



	Behavior Cognitive Accomodations: 
	Content Area(s) Taught: Math/Science
	Grade Level(s) Taught: 5
	Student Academic Factors Analysis: The effects these students’ academic factors have on planning, delivery and assessment are the plans to be clear, concise and prepared in advance to accommodate the bigger team of support: such as Special Ed teachers, one-on-ones and aids. This way whoever is servicing those students can stay on task or catch up when they are getting their minutes, services or on a brain /sensory break. 

	IEP Instructional Accomodations: Small groups, questions read aloud, manipulatives, flexible seating, fidgets, behavior logs/check ins; incentive/positive reinforcement
	Socioeconomic Description: Some students do come from lower socioeconomic status households, because of this students do not have access to technology or accessories. Clothing based on income may affect popularity or friend groups of students in class, as well as food options 
Teachers get together and do full backpacks, food banks for any family in the community 
Parents who work late, students take responsibility for common house chores or taking care of younger siblings

	Environmental Factors Analysis: The agenda is given consistently at the beginning of each week, or prior, so families can plan their week and academic agendas in advance. Through Dojo, parents are informed and have the opportunity to know and plan in academics at home in advance as well as see the objectives posted to remain consistent about the content happening in the classroom. Planning and delivery is effected in the accountability of teacher and students by setting realistic goals and using timers for time management throughout delivery and assessment time. This maintains the consistency of routine and schedule. 
	Environmental Factors Description : The physical layout of the room arranges the desks in clusters of six and seven, with all visual capability to the front whiteboard for instruction. The students sit in scoop chairs that offer the adaptability to face in the direction of instruction. The flow of the room allows for free walking pathways for instruction and traffic-free flow to the door for emergencies. Desks in these clusters allow for students to collaborate during guided/independent learning time. There are student resources located in the back left storage area, where students each have a place to stock their own materials such as pencils, dry erase markers, erasers, etc. In addition, there are extra materials and resources located under their Math/Science materials, which are organized by student number. Located under the white board on the right side of the room are folders that are organized by day, that include all in-class work and supplementary material for that day. Here, students who are absent for example, can find the materials that they missed in the folders organized by day. The teachers desk is located in the back left corner, where she can see all students and the exit door. In addition, the small group kidney table is located in the middle of the room, where the teacher can work independently with a smaller group of students while still having a visual on all students working throughout the room and the exit door. Morning meetings take place on the floor between the kidney table and the white board, where students gather every morning to greet one another, share a positive message or story, and participate in an activity that involves team building and collaboration. There are multiple outlets on all 4 walls to assist the student in charging their laptop for online extensions, research and class reviews. With technology, parents can communicate through calls, emails, and Class Dojo. Class Dojo is used to track classroom behavior, communicate with parents, daily and weekly updates, and a;p encourage important skills and responsibilities. This involves the parents in daily activities, communication with the teacher, and academic and school wide updates. Parents were also briefed in the beginning of the year to volunteer if interested in helping with odd jobs throughout the year: making copies, planning class parties, laminating or cutting, and bulletin boards. Parents or guardians could offer their daily availability, specifying morning or afternoon, and if the 1st and/or 2nd semester worked best. Technology is available through each student being responsible for a laptop, that they will bring to and from class and may take home when academic agenda allows. Students are given a class code or personal account for many resources to supplement their learning throughout the common core, such as Schoology, Freckle, Brain Pop, NEWSELA, Studies Weekly, Typing.com and more. Included in the volunteer packet, parents are responsible for filling out student information, parent contact information, if they have a computer or access to internet. It is then documented who does and does not have a computer and/or access to internet, and then material is printed off in hard copy to assist that student.
	Student Demographic Analysis: The demographic factors implement social and emotional awareness and intentionality in conversations that may highlight negativities or hardships that the students face in their life. While delivering material in the classroom, the teacher demonstrates understanding of behaviors that may show in the classroom due to demographics and socioeconomic status; such as a student being hungry in the morning with no groceries at home or tired due to taking care of a younger sibling into evening hours while the parent works late. There is also a potential for a check in for a chance to have a consistent conversation of current emotion and home life that may be affecting class behavior and/or class culture. With the knowledge of these demographics, assessments may be retaken based on certain situations that may affect academic performance. Teachers are also aware of how demographic factors effect transportation and the role it has if students are present or absent, because if the bus is missed there is no transportation to get to school.

	ELL Instructional Accomodations: 
	Section 504 Instructional Accomodations: Small groups, questions read aloud, manipulatives, flexible seating, fidgets, behavior logs/check ins; incentive/positive reinforcement
	Gifted Instructional Accomodations: 
	Other Services Instructional Accomodations: speech pull outs
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